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INTELLECTUAL DISCOURSE




The Japanese were the only colonial power that challenged British hegemony in Sabah, then known as "North
Borneo". In 1941 they attacked and defeated the British North Borneo Company (BNBC) and assumed governance of
the land for the remainder of the war. Although their presence was temporary, it was enough to fundamentally alter
the course of the history of Sabah. This paper explores the effects of the Japanese occupation during the years 1942 to
1963, concentrating on economic, political, and social progress. This includes two distinctive periods: the invasion
and occupation (1942-1945) and over the longer term, including both positive and negative effects for local peoples.
This study is important to understand the reasons for the transition of Sabah from a British Protectorate to a Crown
Colony, set against its role in the framework of the Japanese "Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere". Studies of the
history of Sabah in general are lacking, particularly concerning the important years of British colonialism, the
Japanese occupation, and the decolonization period. This study draws on archival and library resources to find that
the Japanese occupation brought problems to certain parties and fields, alongside some tangible benefits for some
groups. It is hoped that this study will open up historical understanding and investigation of the significance of
Japanese influence in Sabah.
Keywords
Author Keywords: Japanese occupation; British colonialism; Crown Colony; North Borneo; Sabah; Malaya; Malaysia
Author Information
Reprint Address:
International Islamic University Malaysia Int Islamic Univ Malaysia IIUM, Kulliyyah Islamic Revealed Knowledge & Human
Sci, Dept Hist & Civilizat, Gombak, Selangor, Malaysia.
Corresponding Address: Yacho, RB (corresponding author)
Int Islamic Univ Malaysia IIUM, Kulliyyah Islamic Revealed Knowledge & Human Sci, Dept Hist & Civilizat,
Gombak, Selangor, Malaysia.
Addresses:
[ 1 ] Int Islamic Univ Malaysia IIUM, Kulliyyah Islamic Revealed Knowledge & Human Sci, Dept Hist & Civilizat,
Gombak, Selangor, Malaysia
E-mail Addresses: nanayacho@gmail.com; arshad@iium.edu.my
Publisher
INT ISLAMIC UNIV MALAYSIA, PRESS RESEARCH MANAGEMENT CENTER, PO BOX 10, KUALA LUMPUR, 50728, MALAYSIA
Categories / Classification
Research Areas: Religion
Web of Science Categories: Religion
See more data fields
Citation Network







Use in Web of Science
Web of Science Usage Count
0 0 
Last 180 Days Since 2013
This record is from:
Web of Science Core Collection
- Emerging Sources Citation Index 
Suggest a correction
If you would like to improve the quality of
the data in this record, please suggest a
correction.
Cited References: 31
Showing 30 of 31 View All in Cited References page
Title: [not available]
Group Author(s): 8th Division Men Freed
Times Cited: 1  
Web of Science InCites Journal Citation Reports Essential Science Indicators EndNote Publons Kopernio Master Journal List Sign In  Help  English 
Tools  Searches and alerts  Search History Marked List
Look Up Full Text Add to Marked ListFind PDF Export...A




4/1/2021 Web of Science [v.5.35] - Web of Science Core Collection Full Record
https://apps-webofknowledge-com.ezproxy.um.edu.my/full_record.do?product=WOS&search_mode=GeneralSearch&qid=7&SID=E6sOB4U7hjQ… 2/3
Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners' Advocate    Pages: 1    Published:  August 1 1945
Wild Men of Borneo
By: [Anonymous].
Bay of Plenty Times    Pages: 2    Published:  August 16 1945
Times Cited: 1  
North Borneo Oil Fields
By: [Anonymous].
Daily Mercury    Pages: 8    Published:  January 1 1942
Times Cited: 1  
More Japanese Land in Borneo?
By: [Anonymous].
Daily Mercury    Pages: 5    Published:  December 29 1941
Times Cited: 1  
North Borneo Wells British Destruction
By: [Anonymous].
Evening Post    Pages: 5    Published:  December 29 1941
Times Cited: 1  
North Borneo Zone: Invaders Repelled
By: [Anonymous].
Gisborne Herald    Pages: 7    Published:  December 10 1941
Times Cited: 1  
Rich Resources Developing North Borneo: Contribution to Far East Economy
By: [Anonymous].
Otago Daily Times    Pages: 5    Published:  October 14 1947
Times Cited: 1  
Tragic Scene in Liberated Jesselton
By: [Anonymous].
The Argus    Pages: 5    Published:  October 3 1945
Times Cited: 1  
Japanese Colonel Takes Life: Borneo Criminal
By: [Anonymous].
The Argus    Pages: 12    Published:  October 27 1945
Times Cited: 1  
Japs Surrender in North Borneo: From War Correspondents
By: [Anonymous].
The Mercury    Pages: 2    Published:  September 11 1945
Times Cited: 1  
Japanese Claims in Borneo
By: [Anonymous].
The Mercury    Pages: 4    Published:  January 20 1942
Times Cited: 1  
Life in North Borneo
By: [Anonymous].
The Northern Miner    Pages: 4    Published:  July 31 1941
Times Cited: 1  
North Borneo People Allowed Participation in Administration
By: [Anonymous].
The Tribune    Pages: 1-12    Published:  October 3 1943
Times Cited: 1  
In Japanese Hands: North Borneo Horrors, Survivor's Story, Murder and Starvation
By: [Anonymous].
The West Australian.    Pages: 16    Published:  December 21 1946
Times Cited: 1  
North Borneo Report
By: [Anonymous].
The West Australian    Pages: 5    Published:  December 10 1941
Times Cited: 1  
North Borneo Oil: Japanese Claims
By: [Anonymous].
Townsville Daily Bulletin    Pages: 5    Published:  December 29 1941
Times Cited: 1  
Title: [not available]
By: Baker, M.H.
Sabah, the first ten years as a colony, 1946-1956    Published: 1965  
Publisher: University of Singapore, Singapore
Times Cited: 1  
Title: [not available]
Group Author(s): Current Intelligence Study Number 35
The Greater East Asia Co- Prosperity Sphere    Published: 1945  


















4/1/2021 Web of Science [v.5.35] - Web of Science Core Collection Full Record
https://apps-webofknowledge-com.ezproxy.um.edu.my/full_record.do?product=WOS&search_mode=GeneralSearch&qid=7&SID=E6sOB4U7hjQ… 3/3
Publisher: Office of Strategic Service and Analysis Branch, R&A337S
Title: [not available]
Group Author(s): Desperate Note Seen in New Jap War Move
The Wilmington Morning Star.    Published:  January 8 1942
Times Cited: 1  
Title: [not available]
By: Evans, S.R.
Sabah (North Borneo)    Published: 1990  
Publisher: Under the Rising Sun Government. Kota Kinabalu: s. n
Times Cited: 1  
Title: [not available]
Group Author(s): Former Aucklander Arrives from Borneo
Northern Advocate    Pages: 6    Published:  July 5 1948
Times Cited: 1  
Title: [not available]
By: Granville-Edge, P.J.
The Sabahans: The life and death of Tun Fuad Stephens    Published: 1999  
Publisher: Caxton Printing Sdn. Bhd, Kuala Lumpur
Times Cited: 1  
Title: [not available]
By: Keith, Agnes Newton.
White Man Returns    Published: 2008  
1951
Publisher: Opus Publications, Kota Kinabalu
Times Cited: 3  
Title: [not available]
Group Author(s): Only Six Survived Japanese Borneo Camps
Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners' Advocate    Pages: 4    Published:  December 21 1946
Times Cited: 1  
Title: [not available]
By: Paine, S.C.
The Japanese Empire: Grand Strategy from the Meiji Restoration to the Pacific War    Published: 2017  
Publisher: Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, UK
Times Cited: 17  
Title: [not available]
Group Author(s): Reported Invasion of British North Borneo
Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners' Advocate    Pages: 1    Published:  December 17 1941
Times Cited: 1  
Title: [not available]
Group Author(s): State Bank of North Borneo
Daily Commercial News and Shipping List    Pages: 2    Published:  June 3 1947
Times Cited: 1  
Title: [not available]
By: Stockwell, A.J.
British documents on the end of empire    Volume: 3    Published: 1995  
Publisher: HMSO for the institute of Commonwealth Studies in the University of London, Malaya. London
Times Cited: 1  
Title: [not available]
By: Tregonning, K.G.
A history of modern Sabah: North Borneo 1881-1963    Published: 1965  
Publisher: University of Malaya Press, Singapore
Times Cited: 7  
Title: [not available]
Group Author(s): UNESCO/REG/Rep.5.
The colony of North Borneo    Published: 1948  
11 to 23 March 1948: UNESCO post-war education survey
Times Cited: 1  















© 2021 Clarivate Copyright notice Terms of use Privacy statement Cookie policy
Sign up for the Web of Science newsletter Follow us  
